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Mordechay Mishor

On the Antiquity of the Nouns ʿOleš and Kereša

The nouns ʿ oleš (or rather ʿ  ulša /ʿolša) ‘chicory’ and kereša ‘leek’ – plural ʿ  ulšin, 
kerešin – are first attested in the Mishnah. Although at first glance they 
might appear to be borrowed from Aramaic, their Aramaic equivalents 
have tav instead of Hebrew šin (ʿ ultin, keretin). On this basis, I infer that, 
despite their absence from the Bible, these are ancient Hebrew words, 
inherited directly from Proto-Semitic (that conform to the normal Hebrew-
Canaanite *ṯ > š exchange).

Moshe Bar-Asher

Additional Excerpts from the Mishnah and 
the Talmud in Karaite Literature

This paper presents twenty-two excerpts from the Mishnah and the Talmud 
found in works of Karaite sages and copyists, of which some were not cited 
in Ofra Tirosh-Becker’s comprehensive Rabbinic Excerpts in Medieval Karaite 
Literature (Hebrew; Jerusalem 2011). The excerpts are accompanied by a 
discussion of the nature of the rabbinic excerpts found in Karaite literature, 
including a comparison to the versions in the reliable textual witnesses 
of rabbinic literature and the material in Tirosh-Becker’s work (vol. 2).

In addition, there is a succinct discussion of textual matters, both of 
prime and marginal importance. More importantly, this paper includes a 
detailed discussion of many linguistic issues that emerge from the Karaite 
excerpts. The paper concludes with a brief survey of the nature of the 
rabbinic literary material available to the Karaites.
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Vered Saydon

 On The Historical Development :ָסגּור
of One Pā‘ūl Word in Hebrew

This paper treats the polysemous nature of Hebrew ָסגּור by examining 
changes in its meanings and structures throughout the history of the 
Hebrew language, while identifying regularities in its paths of semantic 
change. The main hypothesis of the article is that ָסגּור acquired its discourse 
and pragmatic functions following the revival of Hebrew as a spoken 
language. This is predicated by recent linguists who note the processes of 
subjectification and grammaticalization in the history of many languages 
(Traugott and others). This paper is part of a larger study that examines all 
עּול  words in contemporary Hebrew, describing the multiple meanings and ּפָ
structures of each and every one in the modern as well as in the classical 
periods and conjecturing the historical order in which these meanings 
and structures arose.

Einat Gonen and Yael Reshef

The Prefix Vowel in the Verbal Template Hif ‘il in Spoken 
Hebrew: Evidence from Early Recordings

The expanding pronunciation of the prefix vowel of hif ‘il as [e] is one of 
the most conspicuous linguistic changes among speakers of contemporary 
Hebrew. Based on the recent discovery of recordings of spontaneous 
Hebrew speech made in the 1960s, this paper adds a new dimension to 
the diachronic analysis of this change. Using data extracted from these 
recordings, which document an earlier phase in the formation of spoken 
Modern Hebrew, the transition from [i] to [e] in the prefix of the verbal 
pattern hif ‘il is examined. The data clearly indicate that the variability 
found in contemporary language between hif ‘il and hef ‘il has two distinct 
sources: (1) an initial state of variability between [i] and [e] in forms 
derived from weak root verbs (initial-nun and middle-waw /yod roots, 
e.g., higi‘a–hegi‘a ‘arrived’) due to imperfect language learning in the 
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initial phases of the formation of Modern Hebrew; (2) a recent change 
from [i] to [e] in hif ‘il forms derived from regular triconsonantal roots 
(e.g., hitxil–hetxil ‘started’). In this category, the 1960s recordings attest 
to a stable realization of the rules of traditional Hebrew grammar in 
all age groups, and the occurrence of deviating forms is marginal. The 
presentation of the textual data is followed by suggested explanations for 
what underlies this process of change.

Esther Haber

The Pesher Units in the Dead Sea Scrolls

The pesharim are a unique literary genre used in the Dead Sea Scrolls. They 
interpret biblical passages as relating to the author’s time and purportedly 
prove that the Scriptures, the words of the prophets in particular, are 
presently being fulfilled, or will be fulfilled at the end of days. Examination 
of the scholarship reveals that the pesher unit has almost always been 
analyzed in a wider textual or generic context. However, closer study of 
pesher units is instructive. In this article, I define the pesher unit, present 
all of its occurrences, and undertake its linguistic description and study.

Alexey (Eliyahu) Yuditsky

4Q124: A Sapiential Scroll Mentioning the Sin 
and Punishment of Adam 

A New Edition

The 4Q124 scroll from Qumran includes a number of small fragments 
written in Paleo-Hebrew script. However, the editors of the version published 
in DJD 9 barely succeeded in deciphering more than one comprehensible 
word in each fragment. This state of affairs has now been altered by the 
reexamination of 4Q124 in the framework of the Historical Dictionary 
Project of the Hebrew Language. New high-quality photographs produced 
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by the Israel Antiquities Authority considerably improved the decipherment 
and interpretation of the text of the scroll. The present paper provides a 
new edition of the scroll and compares the peculiar script of the scroll to 
that of other scrolls in Paleo-Hebrew script. This reexamination showed 
4Q124 to be a sapiential text containing instructions for pious behavior 
which also mentions the sin of Adam and the ensuing punishment of 
expulsion from Eden.
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